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Unmasking Judeophobia
Film tackles today’s anti-Semitism.
| Masha Rifkin
| JointMedia News Service
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Aaron Alpern and Diane Hill take the leads in Two Muses’ production of
Same Time, Next Year.

Two Muses theater company presents
two plays that celebrate love.
| Suzanne Chessler
| Contributing Writer

A

aron Alpern of Ann Arbor
is helping to launch the premiere season of a new, nonprofit theater company — Two Muses.
Alpern, appearing Feb. 3-19 in
Bernard Slade’s Tony-nominated Same
Time, Next Year at the Barnes and
Noble Booksellers Theatre Space in
West Bloomfield, is in one of two productions that celebrate enduring love.
Three performances of the second
production, Love Letters, with three
different couples, take place Feb. 7, 12
and 14.
The theater company, started
by Diane Hill and Barbie Amann
Weisserman, both of Farmington
Hills, reflects the diverse theater interests and projects shared by the two
women. While Hill directs and acts,
Weisserman designs and acts.
In Same Time, Next Year, “I play a
happily married man who happens to
fall in love with a young woman when
he’s on a business trip,” says Alpern,
50, who has worked at Meadow Brook
Theatre, Performance Network and the
Jewish Ensemble Theatre as well as
regional theaters around the country.
“Things transpire in such a way that
they manage to meet once a year every
year for the next 24 years of their lives,
and the play chronicles the changes in
their own lives and also in society.”
Directed by Nancy Kammer, the
two-person theater piece also spotlights Hill.
“I had the pleasure of working with
both Diane and Nancy at Meadow

Brook,” says Alpern, who earned his
bachelor’s degree from the University
of Michigan and his master’s in acting
from the California Institute of the
Arts.
“This play presents a unique challenge in that we’re portraying a relationship that is changing over many
years along with the arc of each character’s life. We don’t get that sort of an
opportunity in most plays.”
Alpern, who spent many years
working in theater in Chicago, was
active with Ann Arbor’s Beth Israel
Congregation when he was growing
up. He and his wife, Rebecca Covey,
appeared in Denial at JET.
Three real-life couples from different generations appear in separate
shows of A.R. Gurney’s Pulitzer Prizenominated Love Letters, directed by
Yolanda Fleischer. They are Robyn
Lipnicki Mewha and Rusty Mewha
of Plymouth (third-generation cast)
on Feb. 7, Karen Sheridan and Sam
Pollak of Oak Park (second-generation
cast) on Feb. 12 and Mary Bremer
Beer and Arthur Beer of Warren (firstgeneration cast) on Feb. 14. The play is
about two childhood friends who stay
connected for more than 50 years by
corresponding, continuing the theme
of relationships over time.
“I think the beauty of Love Letters
lies in the love that moves through
a lifetime no matter what paths are
taken,” says Fleischer, retired associate
professor of theater at the University
of Detroit Mercy and longtime
director in local theater companies.
“Love endures; love changes, but love
remains.” ■

Same Time, Next Year runs Feb. 3-19 at the Barnes and Noble
Booksellers Theatre Space, 6800 Orchard Lake Road, West Bloomfield.
Performances are at 8 p.m. Fridays-Saturdays and 2 p.m. Wednesdays
and Sundays. $15-$20. Love Letters will be staged 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.
7; 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 12; and 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 14. $10-$15. (248)
850-9919; www.twomusestheatre.org.
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Unmasked: Judeophobia, the Threat to Civilization screens at 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 6, at the Berman Center for the Performing Arts, Jewish
Community Center, 6600 W. Maple Road, West Bloomfield, followed
by a discussion with producer-director Gloria Greenfield. $7/free for
students. (248) 661-1900; http://bermancenter.jccdet.org/ticketing.

